. Over the past few decades there have been catastrophic losses of seagrass beds amounting to thousands of hectares, and this decline is still continuing all over the world. During the workshop, the causes and consequences of seagrass decline were outlined. In particular, the role of eutrophication and its consequences for seagrasses, other primary producers, and also for benthic invertebrates were shown. The effect of pesticides on seagrass plants was also found to be an important cause of decline, especially in southern England and the German estuaries. Examining long-term changes in seagrass beds and seagrass modelling indicated the problems and difficulties of predicting the development of seagrass beds, especially in the North Sea region.
community to the ambient coastal ecosystem is high, where it still occurs. The loss of seagrass bed communities has led to fundamental changes in species diversity, productivity and sediment balance of the coastal area. Therefore activities to reintroduce seagrass are being developed all over the world. During the workshop, the scientific context of reintroduction experiments in the Dutch Wadden Sea, together with the political background and the consequences, were presented.
It was the aim of the workshop to demonstrate the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach considering different aspects of the seagrass bed community in order to understand the role and the ecological value this threatened community has for the intertidal ecosystem.
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